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But Jeſus ſaid, ſuffer little Children, and forbid them not to 
come unto me; for of ſuch is the __ of Heaven. 
Mat. xix. 1 3 


OT. — — — — 
. O N D 0 N: 
Printed for the AUTHOR. 1750, | 


- 
e 5 
I 
* 
. 
— 
/ 
. 
5 
- 4 ke. 1 
*. 
8 * 2 % 
þ 
% 
% 
* 
; * 
. W 
» 
2 - 
" 
* = 
” 
. 
* 
a 
* 
* 
. 
* 
= * 
. 
* 
* , 
* 
5 * * 
* 


1 
— N 6 * ＋ PROP 
Nee eee, 
eee Px 
* 


. "Ca g 
een VOM. . - - 
1 << F< 5 j \ — 1 
hb = N 


2 : _— 


=)» 


HE great, and general depra> 
211 vity of Manners, ſo juſtly com- 
S© plained of in this learned, this 
s polite, bis Chriſtian Country, 

mußt very ſenſibly, and deeply 
| touch the Heart of every Friend 
of Mankind, and every Lover of his Country. 


Ve greateſt undoubted Source of this, is bad, 
or negligent, and imprudent Education of Chil- 
dren, even from the very firſt Dawn, and 
Efforts of Senſe and Reaſon in them. Me 
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0 Ja 5 i 8 is 4 4 Refotina- 
tion of our Morals, it muſt be begun bere; 
without” this, the Tapi, ld 4nd: Bader 
Prin almoſt 28 9 

Da, 0 6 : 
217 * many. Nan, Heads, 1 better 
Pens than mine have been employed already on 
this Subject; and perhaps exhauſted it. What 
then? The Point is not gained; and till it be, 
ſhall the good Cauſe be ever dropt? No, let 
the Preſs, as well as the Pulpit, cry aloud, and 
ſpare not ; emit Line upon Line, and Precept 
upon Precept; try what Importunity wil do, 
which ſometimes ſucceeds, where both Reaſon 
and Rhetorick fail. 


Mould to God the Government would inter- 
poſe and employ their Wiſdom, and Authority, 
( far as may be) in an A fair of ſo very great 
Publick, as well as private Importance. That 
the Great, and Rich, and Charitable, who can 
afford to give large Premiums, and Encourage- 
ments to thoſe, who breed the fleeteſt Horſes, 

or Manufacture the fineſt Linnens, and the like, 
- would beſtow as great, or more ample Rewards 
on thoſe in every Neighbourhood, or Pariſh, 

who are found to train up the moſt virtuous 
| Children ; and that ns who have no Money, 
would 


. 
would p their Tongues and Pens cuntinu- 
ally to rouſe, and keep up the Attention of the, 
Publick to this moſt neceſſary, moſt importan.. - 
Means of our Reformation, Proper mis! and Fa 


vour * God and . 


The Dido are 3 i 464 8 peci nen 
of what appears to me the moſt natural, and ta- 


ing Manner of inſtilling Things into Children; 
which the intelligent Parent may imitate, en- 


large, and improve upon at bis Pleaſure ; 


agreeable. to that excellent Precept of God to his 


People Iſrael, Deut. vi. 6, 7. And theſe Words, 
which I command thee this Day, ſhall be 0 
thine Heart; and thou ſhalt teach them dili_ 
gently unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of 
them when thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and 
when thou walkeſt by the Way; and "ak 


thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. 


Nor let the Queſtions, or Anſwers here put 


into the Mouths "of Children, be thought very 


much out of Character. ] had rather make the 
Child talk like an adult Perſon, than the Parent 


talk like a Child. Me are apt too much to un- 
dervalue the Intellects of Cl, ildren. The Diffe- 
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"Materials for that Purpoſe : Furniſh them with 


rence betwixt them and us, perhaps, is not fo 
" much in their Capacities of reaſoning, as their 


the 


5 6 5 ] 
the choicef of theſe, and they * . e out 


how fo work with ebem. 
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All Children „ its true, have not Caritas, 
end Sagacity alike; no more will they when 
they are grown up. But there are none who are 
not 1 F Religion, and Virtue. 


Th 1 hovi rden the Mother, in A 
one of theſe Dialogues, yet would I ſuppoſe, and 
wiſh her to be, at leaſt, equally concerned with 
the Father, in this early, and pious Care of 
their Offipring. The divine Intention in the 
Inſtitution of Matrimony was that both Yoke- 
Fellows, might draw together in this delightful 
Labour. Mal. ii. 14, 15.—Tet is ſbe thy Com- 
panion, . and the Wife of thy Covenant; and 
did he not make one, yet had he the Reſidue of the 
Spirit? And wherefore one? That he might 
_ a godly Seed, 


Ful as Thad Kulte teh 8 and wait- 
| ed an Opportunity of ſending them to London, 
I hadthe Phaſure to read the Right Reverend 
Biſhop of London Letters, on Occaſion of the 
late Earthquakes ; wherein, amongſt many other 
Things greatly to the Purpoſe, bis Lordſhip has 
employed three Pages of that ſeaſinable and ex- 
| cellent Letter in a pathetick Recommendation to 
; Parents, | 


T 


8] 
Purents, of this religious Care in educating 


' their Children, as a moſt important and neceſſary 


Step to that Reformation of M anners, «obich 


every good Man wiſhes; the moſt awful Voice 
of God now calls aloud, and his divine Forbear- 


ance as yet waits for. I cannot forbear re. 
peating Part of his _—_ to Parents on this 


_ Occafion. 


« On you therefore, Fathers and Methers, 
© your Country, and the Church of God, call for 


« Aſjiſtance. Your Endeavours may go @ great 


May towards ſaving us: And this wicked 


5 Generation may be ſpared for the * 77 * 


* ing the next better.“ 


Ll eren 11 Se: 
/ — Fo \ ; — 2 
ha + Ml Gl £2 1/4 } 
1 * / * , 
S = 4 wi 
. 8 < JG 
n | * 


Cnairran 


ä——ä——— . — — — —ͤ—e— ñm— —— jãq6— 


————— 


. * 


ce odor ͤ —ͤ—.mG — 
— — — a : e 


— 


—— ns 
, ——— — — 
. 


* 


2 * 


* 
— 
TY * 1 
o ad... | 
> Eq; 
#x 4. e 
* x 
88 : 
+ 4 + k 
* ; 4 — 
5 7 
if 
* 5 
«a 
8 
. > 
- — — > 5 2 5 . 
OS. * 
4» ' 
= as © n : 
' * 
* 25 
© * % — Y 
_ x 
: ; 
- # 
» 4 
1 
* 
" % 
» 


: 
* 
a 6 3 
LY =» 
Ty, 
717 > 1 
15 #8: 
1 
* 
* 
* 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


7 x * 0 
— . 4 
5 
4 1 L * A 1 — 
1 1 : c o 10 0 4 : q N 
: : 6. % > 
* . 4 
1 2 , 
n 1 1 * , . 
8 . : a * N 9 1 CY 
* q : ; a 4 N , 
US; . — ; » 
8 64 * N 4 0 
Rs * 8 4 
8 N 3 
* > , 
6 hank 7 
J * 
r 8 . 3 
— — 


Having faithful Children, not accufed of Rior, 


HERE is a great deal of Truth in 

that Saying, Education makes the 

Man; makes him what he is; makes 

one to differ ſo. widely from another. 

It muſt be allow'd to have a very 

WE great Hand in this, tho? other Things 
may concur. There is as much Difference betwixt 
a human Mind, as betwixt a Field or Vineyard 
cultivated, and uncultivated; or well, or ill manag'd. 
And Childhood and Vouth is the only Time for 

forming the human Mind. It is then much more ſuſ- 

| Ceptable of Impreſſions, 90d, as well as bad ms 
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than ever afterwards. What is then learnt is never 
forgot. The Diſpoſitions and Habits then contract- 
ed are ſcarce ever wore out. Train up a Child 
( ſays the wiſe Man) in the Way be ſhould go; 
and when be is old be will not depart from it. 
Prov. xxii. 6. e . 
Education is of as great Force and Account in Re- 
ligion and Morality, as in Arts and Sciences. 
What would become of theſe in an Age or two, if 
our Youth were not train'd up to them? They 
would be quite extinct and loſt. Not one in twen- 
ty would attain to any great Proficiency in them by 
mere Strength of Genius, and Self. application; 
tho? there may be ſome ſuch Inſtances. On the 
contrary, what Proficiency and Improvements are 
made in them by this Means? Every Age pony 
the preceding; and if it is juſt the reyerſe wit 
Religion and Virtue z if theſe loſe Ground and de- 
cay inſtead of advancing, it is not difficult to diſ- 
cover the Cauſe, Would to God it was as eafy to 
find out and apply a Cure. 

- The: firſt Rudiments of the uſeful Arts and 
Sciences, were perhaps communicated to Men 
from Heaven, by a divine Impulſe, or otherwiſe; 
tho' in a leſs eminent and perceptable Way than 
thoſe of true Religion ; but are ever after propa- 
gated by human Induſtry, tho" under the Eye f 
Re and Children are early initiated to them 
by the Care of Parents or Friends, who know the 
Importance of ſeizing this Time of Life for theſe 
Purpoſes. The Chriſtian Religion, with its pure 
and ſublime Morality, by a miraculous Energy that 
accompany*d the firſt Introduction, anſt Publication 
of it to the World, made Converts of old as well as 
young Sinners; and of ſome of the moſt prejudic*d 
Perſons ; but by the Grace of God, and Aſſiſtance 
of Heaven, having made its Way into the 2 * 
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and into this or the other Diſtrict of it, and being 


ſertled there, it is juſtly expected it ſhould be kept 


up and propagated in the ordinary Way of Edu- 
cation. And conſequently this muſt be the more 
immediate Concern of Chriſtian Parents. 


And this is, I think, plainly hinted in the Words 


of my Text; which, upon the firſt View, will per- 


haps be thought to refer only to Biſbops or. Paſtors 


of the Chriſtian Churches ;, but on a cloſer Examina- 


tion appear to refer to the whole Body of Chriſtians. 


For Titus is exhorted by the. Apoſtles here, to pick 


out Perſons of ſuch unexceptionable good Character, 
and Heads of ſuch well - regulated, well- govern' d 
Chriſtian Families, of whom. to conſtitute Paſtors 
of the Churches. And conſequently it was pet 
ed they ſhould agree to this Character and Deſerip- 
tion before ſuch Choice was made or thought of; 
or tho? it never ſhould: have been ſo. The Chriſtian 


Moral Character and Laws are the ſame for Mi- 
niſters as for others, only the former are more eſ- 


pecially obliged to be Examples thereof to the latter. 
The firſt and immediate Intention of this Rule in 
my Text was not for Miniſters, but ibe Choice of 


Miniſters, and conſequently for thoſe out of whom 


this Choice was to be made; which was generally 


at that Time out of the Bull, the ſoberer Part, 


however, of common Chriſtians, or of the Society 
they were to adminiſter to; they having not then 


diſtinct Seminaries on Purpoſe for training up ſuch. 
And therefore not Miniſters only that are Parents, 
but every Chriſtian Parent 'of Children, ſhould have 


faithful Children, not acctus d of Riot or un- 


ruly; as well as be blameleſs, am the Husband of one 


Wife ; as in the foregoing Part of the.Verſe.. , 
This ſeems. indeed to intimate as if it was in a 
Parent's own Choice . and: Power to have ſober and 


S good Children; as much in a Manner, as to have 
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1 
but one Wife. And ſo much Power and Oppor- 
tunity he certainly has to take care of this, that if 
his Children are otherwiſe, the Parent can ſcarce be 
entirely blameleſs. | 
The better 'to illuſtrate and enforce this Sub- 
ject, a Subject ſo intereſting and important to the 
Chriſtian Churck, to our Country, Neighbourhoods 
and Families, to the preſent and future Genera- 
tions; I ſhall firſt conſider the Deſeription or 
a Chriſtian Family, particularly his young Flock of 
Children, as it is drawn in few Words in my Text, 
and then ſuggeſt the moſt natural and proper Me- 
thod for Parents to take in order to bring, and keep 
their Children up to this Deſcriptions: and their O- 
E thereunto. 
I. Let us conſider the Deſcription here given of 
a phe Chriſtian's Children. 
Having faithful Children. The Word a, 
18 ufed ſometimes in the New 7. eſtament, i in a ſome- 
_ "thing different Senſe from what-it moſt commonly 
imports in other Greek Authors. It is uſed actively, 
as well as paſſively, to denote a Perſon actually be- 
lieving, or giving Credit to another; as well as 
_ deſerving Credit from others. Thus it is uſed, 
John xx. 27, ai pn"yivs 'anio; ak Tio, and 
be not incredulous, but believing: In this Senſe of 
the Word this Expreſſion mou d be render'd. | 
Cr.) Having believing Chilaren ; - Children that 
believe in God, and Chriſt, and the Goſpel. By 
Children in this Place I underſtand. ſuch as are yet 
in the Family, and under the Government of their 
Parents; ot erwiſe it would be hard for them to 
be anſwerable for tem ; and while this is the Caſe, 
I think Children muſt be Believers of the Number 
of the Faithful, in the Primitive Senſe and Uſe of 
thoſe Terms; or their Parents mutt be none. To 
be a Believer imported the fame as to be to 
arncr, 


| - C83 | 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in order to lear 
and practice and improve in true Religion and Vir- 
tue. He that was convinc'd there was one living 
and true God, and that Jeſus Chriſt, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, were ſent by him to conduct Men to Happi- 
neſs eternal; and was deſirous to learn of them the 
Way of Salvation; if he had Wife, or Children, 
or Parents, or Brethren, or Friends, would deſire 
the ſame for them alſo; and whatever others of 


them would de, who were their own Maſters, as 


for him and his, he would devote them all to this 
divine Inſtitution, this rational admirable Scheme of 
Salvation; to learn the Truths, and conform to the 
Rules, and partake of the Honours and Privileges 
of the Goſpel. And ſhall they not all, thus ſo- 
emnly devoted to God, be eſteem' d Holy, dedi- 
cated to God in Chriſt, ſet apart from the World, 
Diſciples of Jeſus; till ſuch Time however, as by 
Words or Actions of their own; or both, they re- 
nounce the Character of Believers, or of Chriſtians? 
Which if they do under the Eye and Regimen of 
their Parents, they muſt have too great a Share in 
the Guilt, by ſome groſs Neglect or Miſma- 
nagement. 42430] retry: pb 
But I rather underſtand the Word vigec here in 
the paſſive, and moſt common Senſe, in which the 
Word is uſed by other Authors, as well as thoſe of 
the New Teſtament, and then it is well render'd by 
our Tranſlators. n ACS: 
( 2.) Having faithful Children; i. e. poſſeſs'd of 
that Honeſty, Integrity, Sincerity, Ingenuity, 
and Honour; that Fidelity of Soul, that may be 
entirely, and ſafely relied on, void of all Deceit 
and Fraud, Collufion and Intrigue. True to God 
and Man, (and particularly to their Parents) whoſe 
Minds could not bear the Conſciouſneſs of any 
Falſhood, Fraud, Impoſition, or Injuſtice, though 
ct 0 mn | they 


J 
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(66) | 


they were ſure never to be detected by others» 


by any Accident or Concurrence of them, Who 
could not ſtoop ſo low as to lie, or equivocate, 


which is but a lower and more daſtardly Way of 
lying. Whoſe Word, whoſe Promiſe, or Account 


of Facts may be truſted to as ſafely, and more ſafe- 


ly than the ſolemn Oaths of others. Who dare to 


be juſt and true, even to their own Diſadyantage or 


Danger; who ſcorn any Advantage, any Gratifica- 
tion pu ohne, that may be thought to beobtain'd 
by Impoſiti 


tion, or any unfair Practice whatſoever. 
This is a noble and amiable Quality, in whom- 


ſoever it is found. Our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks of 
it with manifeſt and high Approbation in Natbaniel, 


John i. 47. Bebold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom is 
no Guile: And it is particularly lovely in Children, 
nor is it difficult to inſtil it into them: They are 


diſpos' d to it to a Proverb, though they eaſily loſe 


it. They are very ſuſceptible of right Notions of 


Truth, Equity and Honour, and capable of being 


ſtruck with them: But how often are their tender 


Minds debauched and corrupted by thoſe, who 


ſhould cheriſh only the pureſt Sentiments in them, 
either purpoſely putting them upon little Tricks, 


or applauding them as Strokes of Wit and Sa- 
gacity, or inconſiderately not rewarding and en- 
couraging, it may be letting them ſuffer for, their 
Fidelity, and find their Account in Deceit. | 


This ſteady Uprightneſs and Integrity of Heart, 


is the firſt and moſt neceſſary Foundation of all 


Virtue, and of all Religion; without which all 
Pretenſions to the one, or the other, are nothin 
but Hypocriſy, Affectation, and Grimace. Oh! 
how neceſſary that it ſnould be laid betimes, and 
taken all poſſible Care of in early Life.  _ 
2. Not accuſed of Riot, The Word acwria, 


which we tranſlate Riot, is of an extenſive Signifi- 


cation. 


CK) | 
cation. It takes in every kind of Extravagance Youth 
is moſt liable to; all exceſſive, expenſive, hurtful, 
or unbecoming Indulgencies, that tend to waſte the 
Subſtance, or the Time, or impair the Health, or 
blaſt the good Name. All Exceſs in Meat, Drink, 
Sleep, Dreſs, Sports, and laſcivious Luſts, or in- 
decent Freedoms. Yn . 

Not to be accuſed of theſe, imploys the ut- 
moſt Caution to avoid, not only a Courſe of an 
of theſe evil Practices, not only the groſſer Acts, 
but all Appearances of them, all Approaches to- 
wards them; whatever even a cenſorious World 
may conſtrue as bordering upon theſe Vices. 
| There's a Delicacy which Religion, and par- 
ticularly the Chriſtian Religion teaches and enjoins 
us, that is very different from A ffectation and Hy- 
pocriſy 3 and from Moroſeneſs and Sordidneſs too. 
When thou fitteſt to eat with @ Ruler (i. e. ata 
lentiful Table) put a Knife to thy Throat, if thou 
a Man given to Appetite; be not defirous of bis 
Dainties, for they are deceitful Meat, Prov. xxiii. 
u, 2, 3. and ver. 20. Be not amongſt Wine-bib- 
bers, amongſt riotous Eaters of Fleſh, for the 
Drunkard and the Glutton ſhall come to Poverty. 
Let us walk honeſily (or decently as it is in the Mar- 
gin) as in the Day; not in Rioting and Drunkenneſs; 
not in Chambering and Wantonneſs ; not in Strife and 
 Envyings, but put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
make not Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfill the Luſts 
_ Shereof. Rom. xiii. 13, 14. But I ſay unto you, 
that whoſoever looketh on a Woman to luſt after ber, 
bath committed Adultery with her in his Heart. Mat. 
v. 28. But Fornication, and all Uncleanneſs, or 
Concupiſcence, let it not be once named amongſt you, 
as becometh Saints (i. e. not capable of being once 
charged upon any of you) neither Filthineſs, nor 
fooliſh-T alking, nor Jeſtings, which are not convenient. 
Eph. v. 34. Young 


ſhould be led to a truer, better Taſte of P 


, „ wn 

' Young Men exhort to be ſober-minded ; in all Things 
fſhewing thyſelf a Pattern of good Works, Tit. ii. 
6, . In like Manner, that Women adorn tbem- 


| ſelves in modeſt Apparel, with ' Shamefacedneſs and 


Sobriety ; not with broider'd Hair, or Gold, or 
Pearls, or coftly Array, (i. e. with Reſpect totheir 
Rank and Circumſtances) but which becometh Women 
profeſſing Godlineſs, with good Worts. 1 Tim. ii. 
9, 10, whoſe adorning let it not be that outward 


adorning of plaiting the Hair, and wearing of 
Gold, or putting on Apparel; but let it be the 


hidden Man of the Heart, in that which is not cor- 
ruptable, even the Ornament of a-meek and quiet 


Spirit, which is in the Sight of God of great 


Price. | i» 
Young Perſons, the Children of Chriſtians ſhould, 
from their tender Years, be principled and fortified 


- againſt theſe Follies, which degrade and debauch 


the Mind; ſhould be taught, from rational Maxims 
and Arguments, to have them in one th and 

tow eaſure z 
even to reliſh, and greatly prefer the pure, proper 
Pleaſures of the Mind, t Zen exit Pleaſitren 
of Men and Angels; the Pleaſures of Reaſon and 
Religion; and particularly of Charity, and not to 
take up with, not to immerſe themſelves in 
thoſe of mere Brutes or Idiots. They ſhould 
have inſtill'd into them, and work'd up in them 
a true Senſe of Conſcience, and of Honour; a due 
Regard to Character and Reputation; and a 
thorough one; not amongſt one Set of Perſons on- 
ly, and that perhaps of the loweſt and worſt Ac- 
count, but amongſt all Sorts, and eſpecially the 


wiſeſt, and the beſt amengſt Superiors, Inferiors, 


and Equals; not only with other Perſons, but with 
themſelves, in their own Breaſts; not being able 
to bear to know any Evil, or Folly, or Meanneſs, 


y 


| 4 © 9 9 
by themſelves; and not only among Men, but 
Angels, and to them, inviſible Beings, which not 
1mprobably continually ſurround us; but above all 
to have the higheſt Regard. to what the moſt cer- 
tainly omnipreſent, all- ſeeing, high, and holy God 
ſees, and knows, and thinks of them, and their 
Behaviour. Not accuſed of Riot, of any Extra- 


vagancies or Indecencies before God, Conſcience, 


Angels, or Men, It's true, the Words of my 
Text refer to the laſt only; but there is no ſure 
Way to ſecure this effectually, but by having a 
Regard to the other alſo. I proceed now to the 
laſt Part of the Character, or Deſcription that be- 
comes the Children of Chriſtianss. 
3. Not unruly. The Word ſignifies refractory, 
unbroke, unſubdu'd, ungovernable, or untractable; 
not ſubordinate to proper Authority, particularly 
to parental Authority; heady, ſelf-will'd, rebellious. 
Tis of much the ſame Siguification with that known 
Phraſe among the Jeus, Sons of Belial. Tis too 
common a Character in all Parts and Ages of the 
World, eſpecially in ours, to need much De- 
ſcription, and is a Character of very ill Conſequence 
in the World, and in Society. For thoſe who take 
it up, and contract it in their Youth, under the 
flack, negligent, Ely-like Government, or rather 
Anarchy of irregular Families, ſeldom loſe it, but 
carry it into the World with them through all the 
Stages and Stations of Life, and are more or leſs 
turbulent, and miſchievous in all; and the greater 
Capacities, and more Power and Opportunities of 
exerting themſelves they have, the more Hurt 
they do. They will ſcarce ever hear Reaſon, or 
ſubmit to Rules, and prove as ill Magiſtrates, Sub- 
jects, Citizens, Neighbours, Heads of Families, 

or Seryants, as they were Children, © 
„ | n How 
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How much are Oppreſſions, Rebellions, Riots, 
Mutinies, Broils, and Quarrels of all Kinds, and 
many other Evils owing to this Temper and Cha- 
racter; and yet this owing in a great Meaſure to a 
faulty Education, and of Conſequence to Parents? 
I éknow there are vaſtly different natural Tem- 
pers in Children; as different perhaps almoſt as 
| thoſe of the Lion and the Lamb. But, as even 
| tthce Fierceneſs of that wild Animal is to be ſubdu'd 
by the Skill and Induſtry of Man, fo likewiſe that, 

which in any Degree reſembles it in the human 
= Species; and may eaſily be done too by thoſe who 
1 | have the Opportunity of taking it in Time, and 
u correcting or guarding againſt the earlieſt Symp- 
| toms of it: But if ſuffered to get a-head, may be 
much more impoſſible to be overcome than the 
' flerceſt, wildeſt, and moſt noxious of brute Creatures. 
| For this Reaſon under the Law of Moſes, a Son 
| that had revolted from the Authority of his Parents, 
| was ordered to be made a publick Example'of, and 
=, - ſtoned to Death. Deut. xxi. 18.—21. Fa Man 
| have a rebellious Son, which will not obey the Voice 
| 


of his Father, or the Voice of his Mother, and that 
when they have chaſtiſed bim, will not hearken unto 
them, then ſhall bis Father and bis Mother lay hold © 
ef bim, and bring him out unto the Elders of his 
City, and unto the Gate of his Place, and they ſhall 
ſay unta the Elders of his City, This our Son is ftub- 
born and rebellious, he will not obey our Voice; be is 
a Glutton, and a Drunkard : And the Men of his 
City ſhall tone him with Stones that he die. So ſhalt 
thou put away Evil from among you, and all Iſrael 
ſhall bear and fear. 55 | 
There is no other Authority ſo engaging as pa- 
rental Authority; and this rightly exerciſed, pre- 
Pares them to ſybmit to civil Authority, yea, 
; g . 5 ; & to Pry 
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to the divine Authority of God. But thoſe who 
break thro* that, commonly grow to that Degree 


of Unrulineſs, as neither to fear God, nor re- 
gard Man, nor have any Government of them- 


Nie. 


A tame Submiſſion to any uſurp*d Authority or 


unjuſt Impoſition, is a Weakneſs ; but Stubborn- 


neſs, and Unrulineſs towards juſt Aurhority, on the 
other Hand, is by much the worſe Extreme of the 


two, and of worſe Conſequence. 


Reaſon ſhould rule a rational Creature, be it who 
or what it will that ſuggeſts it to him; and it is his 
Wiſdom to obſerve, his Madneſs to break in upon, 
right Order; and this Madneſs is moſt effectually 
prevented, this Wiſdom moſt eaſily inſtill'd in their 
firſt Years, and fits them as much for any Kind of 
Authority in after-Life, as for any Kind of Subjecti- 
on which Providence may allot them. For they that 
know beſt how to ſubmit to Order and Authority, 
know beſt how to conduct and exerciſe it over others, 
when called thereto. SO | 
Such, ſo amiable, ſo promiſing is the Character 
of a primitive Chriſtian's Children. Wou*d to God 
it were more generally than, alas! it is, the Character 


of a modern Chriſtian's! Wou'd to God it might 


revive, and ſhine forth again in the next Generation 


What ſhall be done to promote ſo deſirable an E- 


vent ? A proper Care in their Education. 


II. I. am now to ſuggeſt the moſt natural and 


proper Methods Parents ſhould take, to make. and 
eep their Children thus faithful, ſober, and tract- 
able; in doing which I ſhall purſue that Order, 
which ſeems to me moſt natural, and moſt practie- 


able. And that which offers itſelf firft to your No- 
| tice, and to your Care, who are Parents, for this 
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1. Early to eſtabliſh, and conſtantly maintain your 
pwn Authority, a true parental Authority over them. 
By which I mean a wiſe and kind Authority; not 
brutiſh, churliſh, humourſome, or tyrannical. | 


Let all your Commands, Reſtraints, and entire 
Management of them be well conſider'd, and 
founded in Reaſon. And then you may be, and 


ſhould be ſteady and peremptory in them, (which is 
the great Secret of preſerving Authority over Chil- 


dren ;) whereas, if they are raſh and fooliſh, and 


ſuch as you are oblig'd to vary from, or do 

from frequently, or relax, it will greatly weaken 
your Authority, even before your Children are ca- 
pable of judging of the Juſtneſs, Wiſdom, or 


Importance of Things, much more afterwards 


and: tho? it be eaſy to get this Authority at firſt, 


and keep it up, yet if once loſt, it is very hard to | 


recover it. 1 290 bo 1 1 

And at the ſame Time that you preſerve this 
Steadineſs and Firmneſs in your Government, and 
Conduct of them, let it alſo be attended, and 


temper'd with Tenderneſs; not mixt with Auſte- 
rity. Even when Severitics are neceſſary, let them 


be executed with Diſcretion, with paternal Re- 
luctance, and a manifeſt Command and Govern- 


ment of yourſelves, and not with Rage. 


In ſhort, found your Authority over them in 
their Love and Eſteem of you, rather than Ter- 
(I.) In their Love and Gratitude, I mention this 
firſt, becauſe, as Parents are commonly the firſt 


Perſons whom Children are acquainted with, ſo 


this is one of the firſt Affections they are capa- 


ble of towards them. They ſoon perceive from 


whom their Supports and Enjoyments ſo imme- 


diately come; may eaſily be made ſenſible of it, 


and of their Parents great Affection towards them; 
| h 1 f and 


E 

and Ingratitude is not an Infant -Vice. They that 
arrive at it muſt, in ſome Meaſure, be harden' d 
thro' the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. | | 
The Affection of Children towards their Parents 
is eaſi ly gained, and capable of having a great In- 
fluence over them if preſerved, and made a proper 
Uſe of; . eſpecially if it be joined with Eſteem and 
Reverence. Your Superiority of Age, and Capa- 
city, and their Dependance on you, will give. them 
the firſt Impreſſions of this Kind; but it muſt be 
kept up by their Obſervation of your Wiſdom, In- 
tegrity, and true Dignity of Behaviour. 


. 


For this Reaſon, the Parents who would preſerve 


the Reſpect, Eſteem, and dutiful Regard of their 
Children, ſhould be as cautious how they behave 
before them, as the Children before their Pa- 
rents, tho? upon ſomething different Conſidera- 
tions; as they ſhould be afraid of incurring your 
Diſpleafure, ſo ſhould you of incurring their Con- 
tempt by any Meanneſs of Behaviour or Temper. 


Govern, yourſelves, if you would govern them, 


— 


The deceiving Children, in ſome Caſes, for 
their Good, has ſometimes been pleaded for; but 
I can by no Means approve of it: They are almoſt 


and let them not ſee you foil'd by any Luſts or 


ſure ſometime or other.to diſcover itz and when- - 


ever they do ſo, to think meanly of the Perſon 
who can ſtoop to ſuch a low Way of gaining a 
Point; and in Return, will make no Scruple to 
"deceive. you, and ſucceed as' well, if not better 
perhaps. And where there can be any Occaſion for 


ſuch a Method of managing them, the proper 


Authority of a Parent over them has been ſadly 
neglected and loſt, | a 


I mention this. Courſe of 833 to eſtabliſh 
their Authority over their Children in the firſt 
55 . e Place, 


(14) 

Place, before their inſtilling into them even Reli- 
gious Sentiments and Principles, becauſe this is 
frſt to be done, and what they are firſt capable of, 
even before they are capable of any Notion of God 
or Religion. And if this Method was taken with 
them betimes, the Rod would be but very little 
neceſſary while they were very young, and never 
afterwards, to eſtabliſh your Authority. Nature, 
Reaſon, and Habit would do it much better. 

2. From hence give them a Notion of the ſupreme 
Father, God; whoſe paternal Authority over us all 
is not only the moſt affecting and endearing, but 
will be moſt eaſily conceived of by them, when 
they have been duly taught to eſteem and love 
you, their immediate earthly Parents. | 

Let them know, that altho* they ſee him not 
he is every where, always near them, always ſees 
them, knows their very Thoughts : That he is a 
Being of boundleſs Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs, and inviolable Truth: That in, and by him, 
and for him, we all live, and move, and have our 
Being: That he will accept of their Thanks, and 

Praiſe, and Love, and Care to pleaſe him; will 
hear their Prayers, and be their beſt Protector and 
. | 5 To 

Let them ſee continually how much you reve- 
rence him, and they will do the like, | 

Acquaint them early with his Works of Creation, 
and Providence; which if done with any Diſcre- 
tion, may be done in ſuch a Manner as ſhall de- 
ght, and not be irkſome to them, . 

In order to make all uſeful Inſtruction de- 
lightful to them, eſpecially Religious Inſtruction, 
let it be given them (whether by Word or Book) 
not as a Taſk, much leſs as a Penance for ſome 
Fault, but rather as a Reward for their = Be- 

| 23 | es aviour, 
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haviour, and always in good Humour; and with 
ſuch a Variety as is peculiarly grateful to Children, 
Firſt teach them to love God, and then fear him 
with a true filial Fear; give them all the amiable 
Ideas of him poſſible, that afterwards they may 
fear his Diſpleaſure out of a Value for his Favour, 
more than a ſlaviſn Dread of Puniſnment. In 
ſhort, teach them their Duty to God in the ſame 
Way, and from the ſame kind of Motives you 
have taught them their Duty to yourſelves- 
There is a beautiful Reſemblance, and great 
Connexion betwixt paternal and divine Authority; 
a natural and eaſy Gradation, and Tranſition from 
one to the other, and when your Authority and 
Government of them is intended to introduce his, 
vou will be more ſolicitous that it may be like his, 
wiſe and good. And, in this Method, you will 
find an earlier Capacity, and a greater Diſpoſition 
in them to be acquainted with God, and pay a de- 
vout Regard to him, than moſt — apt to 
imagine; and when you have taught them to 
fear God, you have an additional Security of their 
dutiful Behaviour towards you. The next Step is, 
g. Teach them juſt Notions of Virtue and 
Morality, both perſonal and ſocial. Inform them 
what Sort of Creatures they are, made up of Spi- 
rit and Fleſh, Soul and Body, capable of Know- 
ledge, Reaſon, and Self- government, as well as 
Senſe, Appetite, and Paſſion; accountable to God 
their Maker, and heavenly Father; accountable to 
themſelves, their own Judgment and Conſcience 
accountable to you, and accountable to the World 
for their Conduct and Behaviour. That there are 
un and Regards owing from them to all 
(1.) To almighty God. For Inſtance, that they 
ſet him always before them; fear him, reverence 
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Contemplation of his Works and Attributes; wiſh 
and endeavour, above all Things, to pleaſe him, 


and be like him; truſt and rely upon him; ſuhmit 
and reſign themſelves, and their Wills entircly to 


him, and. maintain a grateful Senſe of his Goodneſs | 


to them in all the Comforts and Benefits they receive; 


receiving them as from him, by whatſoever In- 
ſtruments or Channels they are more immediately 
conveyed ; looking upon him as the Fountain of 
all Good; upon his Favour as their Life, and his 
Loving -kindneſs as better than Life; his Diſplea- 
ſure more grievous and dreadful than Death. 

(2.) To themſelves. T hat they pay a moſt ſcru- 
pulous Regard to the well-weighed Bictates of their 
Reaſon and Conſcience, and next to that, to their 


Reputation; reſtraining and controuling every Ap- 


petite and Affection chm would break i in upon. and 
do. Violence to theſe. | - - 

The Loſs of this Sell government, and giving 5 
che Appetites and Paſſions the Head, is the utter 


Inverſion of all Order in the human Frame and 


Conſtitution, which t is a great Queſtion whether i it 
ever recovers any more. 


In no Part of Life, are the A petites and Paſ- 


ons ſo eaſily brought under Government, and 


bent and inured to ib as in Childhood. And yet 
moſt Parents then conttibute to heighten, inſtead of 
bridling them in that critical Seaſon, to their own 
Sorrow afterwards, nas perhaps to their Children' 5 


eternal Ruin. 


How eaſily would they then learn: that Self-de- 


nial, and Patience of Diſappointment. and Com- 


mand of themſelves, which would greatly tend to 
their Comfort and Credit thro? Life, and their ever- 
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Teach them therefore to do Juſtice to themſelves, 
to the better Part of themſelves, yea to Soul and 
Body both; to act the Part of ſpiritual intellectual 
Beings; the Offspring of God, and not the Part 
of mere Fleſk/and Blood; of Briites, or worſe. 
Teach them not only to know what Purity, . 
- Temperance, Calmneſs of Mind, with yet a pro- 
per Reſolution and Firmneſs on Juſt Octaions 
mean; but to love, and aſpire to, and maintain and 
exerciſe theſe Virtues, ants Hake; and Pune e 
: their contraries. | 
(3.) To'Munkind. 41.) In ventral. That they be 
nere, ſtrictly true and faithful, juſt and upright, 
doing unto others, as they could deſire, or reaſon- 
ably expect they ſhould do by them in the like 
Caſes ; compaſſionate and kind, ready to'do Good, 
as they have Opportunity, to all Men ; eſpecially to 
help and relieve thoſe who are in any Kind of Need 
or Affliction. In Scripture Language, that they 
be not only pure, but alſo peaceable, gentle, eaſy 
to be intreated, full of Mercy and —_— F ruits, 
without Partiality, and without Hypeeriſy. (2.) 
In particular. 9 5 —_ behave in the ſeveral Re- 
| lations they ſtand in, or ſhall ever enter into with 
others in the Courſe of their Lives, agreeable to all 
the particular Duties of ſuch Relations, Which are 
to be oy taught them, and inculcated on 
them, that they may know them, underſtand 
them, remember them, judge of the Reaſonable- 
neſs of them, love them, and diſcern and hate 
the Deformity of all the contrary Vices. That they 
may be fully inſtructed and prepared to behave 
aright as Children, as Brethren, as Subjects, as 
Neighbours, as Husbands or Wirts, as Maſters or 
Ser vants, as Parents, or Magiſtrates, and the like, 
as their State and Circumſtances are; 1 "wy be in | 
the Courſe of ProvidenrrmeGG. 
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Caution, Watchfulneſs, 
vrong Step they may poſſibly make, Reſolution of 
better Behaviour for the Time to come, and the 


5 1 | * 
Children will eaſily learn theſe Rules of Mora- 


lity and Virtue, if proper Pains be taken with them; 


and will as certainly approve and love them, if fairly 
repreſented to them; and love and honour the 
Perſons they obſerve, or know to practiſe them; 


and be diſguſted with a contrary Practice, which, 


how far it may contribute to make and keep 
them virtuous themſelves, and guard them againſt 
many Temptations, let any one judge; eſpecially 
to keep them from the greater Tranſgreſſions. 
And for this Purpoſe farther therefore 

Warn them well, and frequently. of the Dangers 
they are ſurrounded with of laſing their Virtue. 
While they are thus early acquainted with the Na- 


ture, the moſt amiable Nature thereof, and ſolici- 


tous to maintain ſo lovely a Character, alarm them, 


I ſay, with the Danger they are in of miſcarrying, 


notwithſtanding, ſo as to Ft them upon the utmott 
enſibility of any the leaſt 


ſtricteſt rational Government of themſelves, Let 
them know. their Dangers from every. Quarter ; 
from the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. 

(.) From the. Fleſh, \ The Temptations that 
ariſe from this Quarter, are perhaps the firſt they 


are expoſed to; and therefore to be firſt warn'd, 
and guarded againſt, without theſe, neither the 


Devil, nor the World could have much Influence, 
to comupt, or miſlead h mmmͤö A 

The bodily Animal Appetites and Paſſions, in 
their proper Place, and Bounds, are uſeful and 


neceſſary; but they muſt be kept to this, reſtrain'd 


and govern'd by a Force.and Power not their own, 
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deprave the human Mind, and precipitate a 


Man into the very worſt Enormities. | 
__ © This 


3 [19] 
This Government of the Animal Luſts, Affecti- 
ons, and Paſſions in the human Race, is the Pro- 
vince of Reaſon, But they have the Start of Rea- 
ſon. Till the underſtanding of Children comes 
to ſome Degree of Maturity, it is the Pro- 
vince of Parents to govern the Appetites and 
Paſſions of their Children by their Reaſon, as their 
own Reaſon ripens for this Purpoſe, to lead, and 
innure it by Degrees, and under their Eye, to the 
Diſcharge of this important Function. 
With this View, they ſhould be made to know 
the Danger of their getting Head, and not being 
kept under, as much as Fire and Water unheeded or 
miſplaced, nor kept at a proper Diſtance, and to 
a proper Ebb; that they are good Servants but bad 
Tou may ſoon, and eaſily bring Children to a 
Shame, and Diſdain of not being able to deny any 
of their Appetites, or bridle any of their Paſſions, 
where there is juſt Cauſe for it; and it ſhall be eaſy 
to them all their Lives after, but for want of 
taking the proper Care, and the proper Opportunity 
with them, they may ſoon get ſuch a Head as 
neither themſelves nor you; nor all the Men in the 
World, ſhall+ ever be able to govern them. This 
they ought to dread, as well as you; and 'tis you 
muſt teach them to dread irt. 
(2.) From the World. Let them know how de- 
generate and corrupt Mankind generally are; how 
catching and infectious, evil Cuſtoms; how gra- 
dually and inſenfibly many Perſons of good Educa- 
tion have wore off the good Impreſſions, and im- 
bid'd bad ones; how others have plunged at once 
into evil Courſes by the Force of bad Examples; 
how many never were well inſtructed, and principled 
with a Love of Virtue, therefore no wender they 
ſhould be carried away with the Stream. 
kl: D 2 BY 
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Lend them * obſerve what dreadful Pro 93 
Sinners make in Sin; and how they are harden 
thro! the Deceitfulneſs of it. 6 
Make them ſenſible hew. much Infection, wg 
Poiſon too of 18555 worſt Kind, Poiſon of the Mind, 


there is in evil Company 3 goth the worſt Part 'of 
Mankind have ever been a Snare, ak to the 
better educated, better diſpoſed from the Be- 


Se of | the, dai e l en copiibyrcd. 
mutually to make one another worſe and woxſe. 5 


Refer them to Inſtances within their own Obſer- 


- vation, as well as from Hiſtory ; „ and let them be 


convinced by all the moſt pro roper and affecting Ex- 
amples, how neceſſary it is for them to renounce. 


the World, to dread the ill Impreſſions. that are 
liable to be made upon them by it; to call 00 all 


their Reæſolution againſt following the Multitu e to 


do Evil. And above all, and together with al 


this, Tontiqually ang. earneſtly to implore 105 Com, 


der. of Divine Gra. 9 a and., reſtrain, 
t (og, 20 

too a a watchful Eye over. ab he REV 
ny mn ien and che Effects At. punk > 


that ik; poſhble you may prevent 5 aint om 
hence e their Nai 8 and Moral; or at the 


worſt, ſtop it and purge it off, before it aa 


its moſt dangerous fatal Effedts, and becomes in- 


_ curable on wg vl * 


This is perhaps Az (es  Cangerous: bn Share 
of all to the Virtus of young Perſons. 9015 55 


chere is another Source th Danger you 555 


well to warn them of, vi 2112 11 

(3.). From the Devil P = tempred. aur - firſt. Pa- 
rentss, and drew them, into Sin, and 14 faid to go 
ab ,a51'8 roaring Lion, ſeeking dba he may De- 


vont. 1 Pet. v. 8, and 34 Work in the Children of 


2 Drdients Eph. ii. 5 n we are, warned in 


Scripture, 


* 
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Scripture, wot to give 3 to; Eph, iv. 27. . 
1 oof it, and he will fly from us. James. iv. 7. 
b, with many other Paſſages of Scripture, feem 
70 ye Tots his being ſuffered, in ſome Way, and 
Degree or other, ro tempt the Children of Men, 
erhaps, by exciting and heightening their Appe- 
ties and Paſſions; ; 8 by fuggeſting falacious 
Arguments or at leaſt Excuſes for Sin, or diſ- 
couraging from Duties, or other wiſe; ; for het may 
have many Devices. 2. Cor. ii. 11. But they all 
ſeem to tend to gain upon us by Means of our 
Euſts and Paſſion becauſe - thoſe who give too 
much Way to them, are ſaid to give Place to 
him. If \ we kee under theſe therefore, we re- 
iſt or diſappoint him. But the Apprehenſion of 
ſuch an evil Spirit, ready to ſet in with the Temp- 
tations that ariſe from the Flefh, or the World, 
ſhould make us the more ap} rehenſrve of Danger, 
and careful to preferve our Virtue, And this 
| fk r, a8 well as the forementioned, Patents 
17 early inculcate on their Children. (ak. 
But by this TE, they. will be ready to be un- 
der ſome Apprehenſions, not only of their Danger, 
but from ee Conſciouinefs, of having yielded, 
more or leſs, to ſome or other of theſe _ Tepp- 
tations, Bey. amiſs; and therefore, W 
(5. ] Let them know what the Saviour of the Werld 
has done and ſuffer*d for them; and what Meaſures 
God has taken | him to reclaim, reform, and ſave 
Mankind $41 the worſt” of Sinners. BE he 
took our Nature on hi 'd in it without any 
the Teaft Sin, P moſt 1 0 honourable, 8 


plary, uſeful Life on Earth; taug ht the moſt ex- 
1 Rules of Life; wfougbt many Miracles; 

dy d for our Sins, and roſe a ain for our Juſtification, 
00 aſcendedinto Heaven, where he ſits atthe Right- 
land of God in OY "That by him, and for his 
_ 
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Sake, God will raiſe us from the Dead; will par- 
don the Sins we repent. of and forſake; will aſſiſt 
us, as well as accept us, in leading a ſincerely Re- 


| ligious Holy Life; and reward it with eternal Life 


and Happineſs hereafter. That by following him, 
by his Direction, Help, and Conduct, we may 


effectually, and aſſuredly overcome the Devil, the 


World and the Fleſh,.. That he by his Goſpel calls 
all Men every where to repent, and turn to God, 


and do, Works meet for Repentance, i. e. ſuitable 


to the Goſpel, Deſign, and Scheme of reforming 
Mankind. To promote this, he has ſet up a 
Nurſery or Seminary among Men, with proper 
Officers, Ordinances, Rules, and Privileges for 
carrying on this great and good Work of reform- 


ing the World. That they are already, by the 


kind Providence of God, and your early Faith and 
Care ſeparated. from 4 too generally degenerate 
World, and dedicated to God, and Chriſt, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, to be of the. Number of God's 


* 


* 


peculiar, People. 


— — 


In Conſequence 


e 1 * 


of this it ĩs, that you inſtruct them 


in the Principles, and Duties of Chriſtianity; pray 


for tbem, and teac them to look upon themſelves, 
and pray to God, as a Father in Chnft.. 


* . . 


each them therefore to Love and Honour this 
their Saviour and Lord 3 and to hearken moſt re- 
ſpectfully to his. InſtruEtion,, and imitate. his Ex- 

een FY SAL $23 4 a * 8899 * SCN SL - a? -. 
ample, and to cheriſh all the ſerious Impreſſions, ' 


that are ever made upon the Mind, as the Influence 


of the good Spirit of God, which it is dangerous, 
as well as Ungrate ful, to reſiſt and quetich ; leaſt 
God withdraw him from them 
Sce that they duly attend the Ordinances of the 

Goſpel; and do it with Underſtanding and Appli- 
cation of Mind, as well as an external Peporrment. 


6 

that is raren decent, anch. becgigg Fan 
Things. 

Innure chem always Fg the very firſt to hear, 
and read with Attention, by conſtantly enquiring 
after, and taking Account from them when they 
have done, what they have heard, or read. For 
want of this many Children of no bad Capacities, 
contract a Habit of hearing, and even of reading 
by Rote, tho' they read aloud; and find ſome 
Difficulty in overcoming this Kind of Abſence in 
reading, and hearing, when. they, are grown up, and 
it gives them, it may be, W Uneaſineſs, And 
therefore, 

(6.) Watch and. attend to. your Children? F Te emper, 
and Turn of Mind; and the Conſequences of your 
Inſtruction of them; and the Improvements they 
make under the ſame; as you would to the Conſe- 
quences and Succeſs of any other of your moſt 
momentous Undertakings; that if any Pains and 
Endeavours are inſufficient, you may increaſe 
them; if any Methods, or Steps are wrong, or 
ſuit not however with the Individuals, you may 
change them. F 

Study each of your Children, ſtudy human Na- 
ture, that you may the better know how to manage 
it in them; know all the Springs and Movements 
of their Souls, that you may touch this, or that, 
or ſeveral at once; what is to be done by Fear; 
what by Shame; What by a Senſe of Gratitude, and 
Wen what by Emulation, and the like. 

| If poſſible, diſcoyer early their principal prevail- 

ing Foible, or Folly, whatever it is; the Sin that 
moſt eaſily beſets them; that is moſt natural, or 
growing to be moſt habitual to them; that you 
may counter-work, and countermine it; may 
bend your wiſcſt Councels, your * Watch- 

fulneſs, 


— 


| 
f 
| 
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a). 
Fultiefs, © your moſt ftrenuous - Efforts and Endea- 
vours 1 that, and reſcue them from it. 


6.) Wreple daily with God for tem by . 


Prayer. Paul may plant, and Apollos water; fo gity 
Patents; but God muſt give the Inereaſe. And for 


this he ſhould be ſought | unto. Importune him in 
Secret for them. Pray for them likewiſe before 


them. Let them be daily Witneſſes of your earneſt 


Applications to the Throne of Grace en their Be- 


half, and if it be poſſible Parties alſo, joining 


heartily and as meh in theſe ou devout Ad- 
2 

But I go on now to dev, ö 
III. The Obligations Chriſtian Patents . un- 


der to do all this, And every thing in their Power to 
render, and keep their Children good. Tis not | 


a Matter of fmall Moment, or of Indifference to 


Jon, Sirs ; for confider, e 


, rc they not your own: Offspring? your 
Fleſh and Blood? Parts of yourſelves? Can any 
Thing be nearer to you? Nature calls upon you 
aloud to concern yourſelves for their Welfare, as for 


Vvour own. Have you not brought them into the 


Wofld, to be expoſed to Dangers innumerable, and 
of infinite and eternal Conſequence; and can you be 
void of all Concern, how they paſs theſe important 


FTrials; or to take all the 8 offible Precautions in your 


Power to ſecure them? *Tis quite unnatural to neg- 
-JeEt- them, "eſpecially in cher moſt helpleſs, moſt 
expoſed State of Childhood and Youth. You 
would probably think it ſo to neglect their bodily 


Health and Welfare; but is it not really much 


more ſo to neglec̃t their Minds, and Morals, in the 
very critical Time of forming them, or ruining 
them almoſt unchangeably? And much worle if 


you not only neglect the — but ä con- 


tribute to the — 


2. "They 


C25). 
2. They. are the Offspring of Cod, the Children 


yer 


of God, Intrufted with you, and committed to 
you for this Purpoſe, and you are accountable to 
him or them, n 

God Almighty Neun the Trains of old to 
teach theilt Children his Statutes; and complains of 
them in ſuch Terms as theſe: Le have taker nh 
Sons and my Daughters, and have made them wm 
thro? the Fits to Molock. And in another Place, 
complains, they taught their little ones to glg 

in id6latrovs Sacrifices, and aſſiſt at them by ga- 
thering Sticks for them, and the like, inſtead” "of 
obſerving his Ordinances. act 
If you neglect your. Duty to them, or act a con- 
. trary Part, Ate not you accotintable before God for 
all the Wiklkelineſs they "ſhall-ever commit; and 
Nach of the Blood of their immortal Souls, if theſe 

ould'periſh eternally thro? yo Miſmanagement 
of your Truft, as there is great Danger? And tho 
they ſhould eſcape thro? the Grace of God and 


other Means than your's 55 Jet nl your Guile much 
the ſame. | 8 oer > 


3. They are ray Diſs 8 of Chriſt, wee 
with his '3 © OWN eſpouyd” 

9 9 05 into 15 Church and Fold; Fed, holy, 450 

loved ; and it were better a' Millſtone were hung 
about an) Perch“ 's Neck, and he were caſt into the 
Midſt of the Sea, than that he ſhould offend, 3. e. 
{nag or cauſe to ſtumble, or fall, one of theſe 
ittle ones. 

They are the 3 of Chriſt's Flock, * you 
are conſtituted a kind of Officers in the Chriſtian 
Church, Biſhops or Paſtors, Tutors, Uſhers over. 
them, and under the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
'of Souls. And you have, or ſhould have, ſolemnly 
avow'd this high Charge of them, and can no Ways | 
releaſe yourſelves from it. | | 

E | 4. They 


— — —— 


2 05 this important 


COTM 


94 
Lat; 


"Roi | 25 e 351 * See 0 


cry 0 of Popiſn Emiſſaties in this 
rot Mage this free _ bten 9 3 the 
Nauk cries, yracies, 1 Murders, Op- 
preſſions, F 009 Wee Drunkenneſs, De- 
F + Fa hs hat abound amongus, 
rot a 0 g oh Ne owing to 
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5 Fan a fave, our Coup | 
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luccec 8 1 2 you wi gi 2 ny 
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zn W 
Coo NE: (pot 2 in Een 


(z.)) You, that dren, Q 9 alſo. enter 
dong. JO this DE Dn y . L well-laid 


EEE 


and ba appy in 
'O, make your Parents oh eaſy, and alight: 
ful to them, by your ready Concurrence with them 
in 


— 
* 


your * duly fe chi Eodev in in Vireu. 


his M ake Advances daily in 

OT of Ach Favour ith/G6d; and Madl. 
Bute if you reject or 1 this Advice, afure 
8 you will de y repent, and rue it 
ſ i ht and eee (which God for- 
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On the Plan . 9 fore- 
; going Diſcourſes. 


And theſe Words which I command thee this Day, 
ſhall be in thine Heart. And thou ſhalt teach 
them diligently unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of 

f them when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſe, and when 
thou walkeſt by the Way, and when thou lieſt 
down, and when thou riſe of 05 Fi. 6, 7. 


9 2. a, > 75 N 
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Parent. 11655 | Gait" are en? 
: Wi CODY n | 


Parent. Why do you 0 chink ſo? 

Child. Becauſe you teach me to call you Father, 
and are fond of me, and maintain me. 

Parent. * Tis true, my Dear, I provide you Food 
to ſatisfy your Hunger; Cloaths to cover you, 
and keep you warm 3. a Houſe to ſhelter you trom 


the Seventies of the Weather; an eaſy Bed to ſleep 
on; a Variety of innocent Amuſements to divert 
vou; and/proper Advice and Phyſick to cure you 
When you are not well. At my Coft you have 
been properly attended i: in your moſt helpleſs In- 


Tale 


(29) 
fant State, when you could neither. go nor ſtand, 
nor tell your Wants; have been preſerved from all 
Sorts ' ql i Injunies,., kept N and wholeſome, 
and healthful, and taught by Degrees to go, and 
ſpeak, and any Thing elſe you were capable of 
learning, that might be uſeful to you. Now what 

da you think induces me to do all this for you? 
Did you ever do any Thing, or any Thing equivalent 
to this, for me OT 5 Fa TIES | þ 
Child, No, Bat I will do whatever I can for 
you as long as 1 live, and whatever you would 

ave me do; and always love and honour you; 
and ſhall, never think I can make you Amends for 
Loch Kindneſs to me. 
Parent. You promiſe fair, and I hope will be 
as good as your Word; and aſſure you, you ſhall 
never be a Loſer by ſuch Dutifulneſs. Whatever I re- 
quire of you ſhall be as much for your own Good 
as mine, and more; even thoſe Things wherein [ 
may be obliged to deny your Inclinations. 
Child. Will my dear Father ever deny me any 
Thing T havea mind ti 
Parent. Notwillingly, my Dear, but out of Kind- 
neſs to you. I have ſeen more of the World, and 
the Conſequences of Things than you; and may 
perceive Danger, even to yourſelf, where you ap- 
prehend none, but only Pleaſure and Delight; 

thoulg I ſee you running headlong towards a deep 
Pit, or Precipice, or Place where I knew were 
wild Beaſts or an infectious Diſtemper ; would it not 
be a real Kindneſs to ſtop you, tho' it were by 
Violence, and ever ſo much 1 your Will? 
Child. The greateſt Kindneſs you could do me; 
and I will confide in the Wiſdom, Experience, and 
good Intentions of one who was born ſo long before 
me; and from whom I have receiyed already ſa 

many indubitable Proofs of good Will. 
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Chila.” Mi deat Papa, 1 hive thought 6vet 


and over” Phe you aich 
Yeſtetday;- and! Genen n the Nigſit, ald 
to talk with you 2 f K a Gila, Queſtions.” 


— ine 


Parent. Come Th 1, witat Queſtion 
have vou to aſk?” 1 an ane anſwer them "with Plex- 
1 — 25 Ya 4435 15 55H 20h » 74 + Wu þ tl 


CHI Lou made'the"fenfible' gy duch I 3 | 
indebted to you for my Bei Gln 
and innumerable Benefits, cularly p boner my 
Infancey. Were you! den a Child like me, and 
had you ſuch a Fathet to take Cate of y, 
Parent. "Yes, 1 tewember hit With! Pleaſuite, 


| tho” he died before you were bor. 


Child. And your Father had 4 Father, I ſup- 
. "and Kis Father, Perhaps, the Uke before Air. 

Parent. True, my Dear, #996 

© Child. But was it always o? Wed, and aa . 
this Relation, ' and * Succeſſion” of Parents and 
Children begin? S eee 

Parent. It muſt of Neceftt have bad 1 8 
ning, and it had ſo. That Cloth you” heat ſtrike 


one, then two, then three, Or. at Certain Diſtances 
of Time, from Day to Day y, did not always do ſo; 


but tg contrived, and made, and ſet on going, 
e Teats finite,” by an Artiſt, wo 


A ſtill tooks after it, and keeps it in Order. And he 


that contriv'd, and made all the World; the Sun, 
Non and Stars of Heaven, that Ale, an and ſet, 
and d1 


the Trees, and Plants, and Grafs that grow out of 


i, 84 all the Creatures that inhabit it; "a Man 


At 


inguiſh Night and Day; the Earth; and alli 


(2m) - 
at the Lead of them albse and preſerves them all in 
their Places, Courſes, and Succeſſions z! he is the 
firſt Origin. the Supreme Fatber' of the whole: Uni- 
verſe 5 'eveh Gad, who never kad a Beginning, but 
abvays was; aways muſt-beiqrichangeably the ſame. 
Child: "© amaſtoniſhed at the Thought, and 
it muft de ſo. But where is this Supreme Fa- 
tber? Cannot · L. go to him, and fee him, and con- 
| verſe with him; as 1 do with y D 
Parent! Where is he, Child1 Where 1s he not! 
He is every where; he is always preſent with you, 
and with done of his Children, and every one 
of his Creatures; more nearly, more intimately ſo, 
than it is poſſible for me to be with you. He con- 
tinually and preſerves every Faculty we have 
of Action, ee. Speech, or Thought, and 


ſees, and, knqaws .cyery Thing that aſſes in the 
12 E. Ae . 


World,: er im che we (1 
Child. Woes he know my 3 9 I 

ſpeale t them?! SO 
Parent: Not afuredly- hate Boes he” is the 


Father of Spirits. He ended you with the Power 
of Thought, and conſtantly preſerves every Faculty 
of your Mind; and cherbfore: knows mt ths let 
Motion or Affection thereof. 

Odbild. You ſur prize mo. 1 chant 1: had _ 
other Eye to ſtand in we of ſo much as your's but 
find there 1 hw 99 A n even 
my ſecret 3 4 cannot he r 
cotierind about my Behaviour ED ſo — 
Being. I want to know more of him; what: Power 
he has to do me Good or Hurt; what are bis Diſ- 
poſitions towards me; what will be pleaſing er 
Hi iſpleaſing to him; wherein he reſembles, and 
Ae ke may differ from you, my immediate 
Father, W and Wn ang 2 * 


(83) ; 
But, in G 1 ſcarce know what Queſtions to, ole 
you about Am: 
Parent. I will fave. my. dear Child the Labour 
of ſtudying for Queſtions upon this Head, by giv- 


ing you as ſhort and plain an Account as I can, of 


what is moſt material for you to know concerning 
him; and at the ſame Time anſwer any Queſtions 
you may interpoſe as well as I can, and you are 
able to underſtand Things. But this · muſt be ſome 
other Time, becauſe my Buſineſs, calls me. hs * 
preſent. %% d 
Child. Let it be . wy dear Pape. 5 
eee God 18 8 RN Gtr. 2. 5 


. . 1 
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DIALOGUE II. 


"OW, my dear Child, are 4 lei 
ſure Hour at your Service: Can you 


leave your Play, to talk onſenoud n oy _ 
F ather ? 


Child. If I could not VE ſhould be very unwor⸗ 


Parent, 


| thy of ſuch a Father, and of ſuch Inſtrustions. Be- 


ſides, the Subject you are now by Promiſe to go 


upon, is of all Subjects che moſt engaging. To be 


acquainted with another Father, even greater than 
vou, [promiſes me new, and high Delight... 

Parent. | Youcannot promiſe yourſelt. too much 
from it. He is infinitely greater and better than I, 
or any Man, or any Being beſides himſelf; the 
greateſt, and the beſt of all Beings, and of Fathers. 
He can do whatever he pleaſes; can make, or de- 


ſtroy the Earth, the Sun, the World, in an Inſtant, 


as eaſily as you can move a Finger : But he is as 
good as he 1 1s wiſe and 6 He conſults and 
delights 


(33) 
delights in the Happineſs and PerſeRtians of big 
Creatures. There is no Creature, not a Sparrow 

or a Worm, but ſhares his Protection, W 
Care, and Goodneſs. Whatever little Good, 
Protection you may ſeem to receive from me, or 
any other Creature, comes ultimately, and chiefly 
from him; nor can any Thing, or Perſon elſe, 
be more than an Inſtrument in his Hand, of 
convey ing Benefits to you. He makes the Earth 
to yield us Food; and makes that Food whole- 
ſome, nouriſhing, and pleaſant to us. Tis his 
Wine, and Milk, and Meat we feed on; his 
Wool and Flax that furniſhes us with comfortable 
and decent Garments. He cauſes us to breathe, 
and live, and move; to ſleep, and awake again; 
or, as the Scriptures, ſpeak, in bim we live, and 
move, and have our Being. Tis for this Reaſon 
you are taught to thank him for your Food, and 
aſk his Blefling on it 3 to commit yourſelf to his 
Protection every: N "ght, and thank him for it roy 
Morning. ä 


Child. Andi is he pleaſed with theſe my Pray. 
ers and Praiſes ? 

Parent. Yes, if they come from your Heart; from 
a grateful, humble, dutiful Senſe of your Depend- 
ance upon him; becauſe ſuch a Temper of Mind, 
ſo cheriſhed, kept up continually,” and improved, 
is for your Good therefore he is pleaſed with it; 


for no one can wall you 1 well as your Heavenly 
Father doth.. 


- Child. Not you? ? 

Parent. No, not I, nor you 0 

Child. Why does he wiſh me well? 

Parent. Becauſe you are his Offspring, whom. 
he has made a reaſonable Creature too, and ſo 
much liker, and nearer. to himſelf, than the Brute. 
Creatures ; I and yet he wiſhes well to all his 


F Seth Creatures, 


| ſid 0 be angry, 


(034) 
Su in their Places, and does them good; ; he 
deſigned them for Good, and obliges them to do one 
ancther Good; and rational Creatures to do it of 
Choice, and with Pleaſure, as he himſelf does. As 
God.is every where, knows all Things, and can do 


_  whateverhe pleaſes in Heaven, and in Earth; ſo 


he conſtantly over - rules all Things and Events, for 
the Good of the Whole, or the greateſt Good ; for 
He is good to all, his tender Mercies are over all 


bis Works. His Goodneſs ſo infinitely exceeds 


the Goodneſs of à all other Beings, and all their 
comparitively little Goodneſs is ſo entirely owing 
to his, that our bleſſed Saviour might well ſay, T bere 
15 none _ res that is God, This 
Child. wou'd do every in 0 

Power to ſerve, and pleaſe you, on 3332 
your Goodneſs to me ; but Gl what do I then owe 
to this. beſt of Beings, wy Heavenly Father, of 


vhom you tell me? 


Parent. Be ſure you owe him the kigheſt 


poſſible Degree of Gratitude and Love; ſo to love. 


him, as to love nothing elſe in Compariſon of him ; 
or to love every Thing elſe that is good chiefly 
for his Sake, from whence, even from whoſe Good- 
neſs, it proceeds; who makes it ſo good, and ſo 
good to you. 

b I would be very ſolicitous to pleaſe 10 
great and good a God and Father; and eſpecially 


not to diſpleaſe him; and therefore want to know 


wherein I may be liable ever to do that. Is he ever 
angry, as you ſometimes have been, when 1 or 
any one elſe has done amiſs ? | 

Parent. No one can be ſo perfectly averſe to 
Evil as God is; and tho? he is not of like Paſſions 


with us, is not angry in fuch a Way as to imploy 


any Weakneſs, or erfection ; yet may he be 
24 very angry too, with the 
8 


! — 


Cog 
Wicked, or thoſe who do amiſs; and the Anger of 
ſo great a Being muſt be very dreadful; and not leſs, 


but more fo (to an ingenuous Mind) for kis Good- 
neſs; for even his Anger ariſes fram his Good: 


neſs. 
Child. How can that be? Y 
Parent. All Evil is naturally hurtful, not to 
God, but to his Creatures, whom he wiſhes well, 
and on that Account is moſt diſpleaſing to him. 


If you do amifs, you hurt yourſelf at leaſt, and 


r s others alſo; and this muſt needs diſpleaſe 
riend, who defires your higheſt Welfare, 
— nr of every other Being too, which your 
Miſconduct may poſſibly injure. 
Child; This is indeed the greateſt Reaſon, chat. 
can be, why I ſhould fear to offend him. | 
Parent. And. it is a Reaſon, too, why you ſhould 
truſt in him. For if you hurt not yourſelf, he will 
never hurt you, nor ſuffer others to hurt you any 
farther than he will turn it to your real Advantage, 
and puniſh them for it. 
Child. H 1 could be ſecure from their inju- 
ring me any. more, methinks 1 ſhould be ſorry to 
have thoſe who have injured me n Puniſh- 
ed. | 
parent. You do well to cherifh ſuch a forgiving 
Temper; and if you forgive your Enemy, and he 
ſincerely repent, God will forgive him likewiſe. 
In that Caſe, his Repentance is Puniſhment ſuffi- 
cient, and may give you the juſter Pleaſure, as it will 
not only ſufficiently avenge you, but alſo prove a 


ſſure Means of reforming him, and doing bim, in | 


the End, the greateſt Good. 
:Child. Since you have ſaid ſo much about Evil, 
inform mie what is Evil, that I may know 


pray 
| Reina what will offend my heavenly F N and 


Ne on the other Hand, he approves. 
F 2 Parent. 


(036) 
Parent. That is a very pertinent and impor 
tant Enquiry. and, that l may anſwer it the more 
diſtinctly, 1 will take another Opportunity for it, 
having already over ſtayed my Time. Farewell, my 
Dear. 
Child. Farewell, Papa, and thank you for 


ſpending ſo much of . W Time upon 
me. 5 


r 


* 


| Ejaculation. Sol us. 


Heavenly Father, who art always preſent with 


me, teach me thy Will. 3 Lord, and thy 
Servant will hear. 


IS 4 


DIALOGUE IV. 
Betwixt the MorTues and Cur. 
Chil. RA v. Mamma, where is my Father * E- 
P Is he gone from -Home? 
Mother. Yes, my Dear, he went out this Morn- 
ing very early. 

Child. - When will he return? 

Mother. I hope in the Evening, at fartheſt; and 
ſooner, if he can diſpatch his Buſineſs. Why do 
you aſk after him? But I know it is becauſe you 
love your Father. 

Child. do indeed, and honour him, and you too 
very much, as I am in Duty and in Gratitude 
bound. Methinks I ſee, even now, by my little 
Siſter in your Arms, ſomething of the Care and 
Trouble you took with me before I was able to ſet 
my Foot to the Ground, or help myſelf in the 
Katt * that I AVE been made ſenſible of your 


continued 


5 (637) 
continued Care and Kindneſs towards me, in innu- 
merable Inſtances; but in nothing elſe ſo much as 
in the Pains you both take to inſtruct and form 
my Mind. e 3 
Mother. I am glad, my D ear, you are ſen- 

ſible of that, becauſe you will be the likelier to im- 
E by ſuch Inſtructions, the more you appre- 
hend the Kindneſs and Importance of them. But 
why did you think your Father was gone Abroad? 

Child. Becauſe you perform'd Divine Service 


in the Family this Morning; which you don't 


uſe to do when he is at Home. 


3 


Mother. ſince you took ſuch Notice who offi- 


ciated in that Service, I hope, my Dear, you went 
yet farther, . and took Notice alſo what was ſaid, 
and joined in it with the concurring Sentiments and 
Defires of your own Heart. 
Child. I aſſure you, I did; and & prayed along 
with you every Word, tbo I did not ſpeak; and 
after what my Dear Father has told me concerning 
God Almighty, tis impoſſible I ſhould ever hear 
that Divine Being ſpoken of, or ipoken to, with- 
out being greatly concerned in it. I heard this 
Morning, to my Grief, ſome Children in the Street 
uſe the Name of God with great Freedom, Irre- 
verence, and Indecency : Father forgive them 


1 RY ——— 


GET In 


* "Theſe are the very Words of a Child, I think, ſcarce ſeven 

Years old, after I had prayed by him on his Death Bed; 

and of one too, I have reaſon to think had no great Ad- 

vantage of Paternal Inſtruction; from which, and ſome other 

' Inſtances, I cannot but think it of more Importance than is 

commonly immagined, that Children be early uſed to attend 

Divine Worſhip and Ordinances, and encouraged in all their 

| Obſervations on them, and Inquiries" concerning them. This 
is very agreeable to Ed xi. 26, 27. | 
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what Parents mult they have the while 


11 63800 
(thought 1) - -they now not what they Se 


And how 
diſtinguiſhediy bleſs?d am I in both mine? Sure 


there are no other Parents like you. 

Mother. Many, 1 hope, Child, that are ach 
better ; and yet I am afraid there are more who are 
worſe, Do you pray daily to God to diſpoſe Pa- 
rents more univerſally to inſtil into their Children 
early the Knowledge and Fear of God ; and to bleſs 
out Endeavours Ty this Kind for you.— O! here is 
your Papa returned already, 

Child. I am glad, then God has proſp rd him 
in the Buſineſs he went about, perhaps, N mma, i in 
Anſwer to your Pra 

Mother. And his on and your's too, 

Child. Is in poffible he ſhould have any Na- 
gud to ſuch a Child's Defires as mime ? 

Mother. Ves, or tothe Cries, or Groans, or 
Sighs, ot other Tokens of Diſtreſs, made By 
Creatures incapable of Thought, or Speech, 
conſcious A . to him, as you are: Bur 
* us go we welcome pa; Father One. | 


* > 666 th. PS th. A... ae. PR * * 3 _— 


DIALOGUE v. 


4 —— th * 


| chli 10 W, Sir, will you wſtru& me : how 


to behave aright ? 
Father. I will, my Dear. To behave aright is 


o behave ſuitably to the Nature, Uſes, Relations, 
| Rank . berater of . Per, n, and every 


FS YL n 


r * 


. Tho' God may not + deliver them out of their Di- 


ſtreſſes, yet are they not forgot betore him; a Sparrow falls 


not to the Ground without him. 
Thing 


(39 ) 


Thing that is, or can be concerned in our Behaviour, 


as well as to our wn; and avoid whatever is con- 

trary, or inconſiſtent therewith, For a Rational 
Creature to do thus of Choice, from a Conſciouſneſs 
that it is right, is Virtue ar Morality. To turn it 
all into Religion, or the Fear of God, is only the 
doing all the very ſame out of Regard alſo 10 Gad, who 
ſees all Things, and made them what they are, and is 
the great Patron and Approver of ſuch right Action; 
and a Diſapprover of every contrary Action 
(tho? he may know how to turn even that to a wile, 
and good Account :) And to have a due Regard in 
all this to Feſus Chrift, whom God hath fent for 
this Purpole, to reſtore and promote Virtue, and 
true Religion in the World, is Chriſtianity. But 
this is what I ſhall inform you of more particularly 
hereafter. / In Order to know what is right, and be 
convinced that it is ſo, you muſt attend to, and 


know ſomething of the Nature of Things; and 


firſt know yourſelf, that you are endowed not only 
with bodily Parts and Members, and Senſes, as 
Head and Hands, Seeing and Hearing, and Ani- 
mal Apperites, as Hunger and Thirſt; or Paſſions, 
as Fear, Defire, and the like; but alſo with a 
rational Soul, to conſider and weigh the Nature, 
Tendency, and Conſequences of Things; to con- 
troul your own Actions, Appetites, and Paſſions 
accordingly; that ſo you may ever act with the 
Approbation, of, and without Offence ta, God, to 
yourown Conſcience, and to the Judgment of other 
Men, as much as may be conſiſtent with the two 
former. In all your Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, you are accountable to God, and your own 
Conſcience 3 and in many of them to your Fellow- 


Creatures, according as they fall under their Notice, 0 


or they are intereſted and concerned in them. 


Child, 1 would firſt know my Duty to God. 
| | | Father. 
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(40) 
Father. In one Senſe all Duty, is Duty towards 


God ; as you may apprehend from what I have al- 


ready ſaid; But there are ſome Duties more im- 
mediately and diſtinctly owing to him; as that 
you ſet him always before you; conſider him as 
always preſent with you; think of him with the 
profoundeſt Reverence, and Reſpect, Truſt, De- 
light, and Joy; Thankfulneſs for his Mercies, 
and Reſignation to his Will; and exerciſe and che- 


riſh this Regard of your Heart to him, by frequent, 


affectionate, and humble Worſhip of * 7 TR 
before all Things you obey him. 
Child, What rather than you? | 
Father. Yes, if I ſhould command you any 
T hing contrary to, or inconſiſtent with his Com- 
mands; which I hope Tnever ſhall, and then your 
Obedience to me will be Obedience to Ns which 


is the Perfection of fihial Duty. 


Child, What are his Cate ? 

Father. The deliberate Determination of our own 
Judgment and Conſcience concerning what we 
ought to do, and to forbear, is his Command, or 
Law written in our Heart; and for our yet better, 
and readier Direction, we Chriſtians have his re- 


_ vealed,” written Precepts which I ſhall inſtru&t you 


in more particularly another Time, which Jeſus 


Chriſt has ſummed up in a few comprehenſive 


Words, that will give you at preſent a general Idea 
of them, namely, That we love the Lord our God 
with all our Heart and Soul, and Mind, and 
Strength; and our N. eigbbour- as 'ourſelf : By 


which you ſee our Duty to others, and ourſelves 


too, is to be done as Duty to e being included 
in his Commands. 


. Child. Is there any other Duty or Regard * 
owe to God? | 


Father. 


ment? 


(41) | 
Father. Yes, that you imitate, as much as 
poſſible, his moral Excellencies; his Uprightneſs, 
Truth, and Goodneſs, This is paying him a due 
Regard, to make him your higheſt, choiceſt Pat- 
tern, and it is at the ſame Time' a Duty you owe 


8 to make a right Uſe of ſuch a Help to 


Virtue. | = | 2225 F 
Child. Can I be under Obligations to myſelf? 

Father. Certainly, very great ones; and if you 
neglect them, or act contrary to them, you'll find 
ſomething within you will call you to a ſevere Ac- 
count; I mean your own affronted Reaſon, and 
Conſcience. God has given you theſe high Powers, 
and thereby raiſed you above the Brute Creation, 
and to a Life far above the mere Animal Life. You 
have Appetites and Paſſions in common with the 
Brutes; but you have alſo a rational Soul to di- 
rect, and govern thoſe Appetites, and Paſſions. If 
you thus uſe your Reaſon, you'll improve it; but 
if you neglect it, you'll weaken it, and give an 
unnatural, and deſtructive Force and Strength 
to your animal, brutal Appetites and Paſſions, 
and degrade yourſelf into ſomething much worſe 
than a Brute, and much more miſerable z nothing 


can be more degrading, more diſgraceful, and de- 


teſtable, than for a reaſonable Creature not to be 
Maſter of himſelf, and his own Appetites and 
Paſſions. ? | EY | Je 

_ Child. In what Reſpects am I, or any other 
Perſon, liable to be deficient in this Self-Govern- 
Father. In many Inſtances. Whenever your 
Deſires, Fears, Averſions, or Reſentments, are much 


excited, you will be liable to diſregard the till, - 


ſmall Voice of Reaſon, or even the warmer Re- 
monſtrances, and Expoſtulations of Conſciences 
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Child. Can yas: ag me any Particulir "N 
fKances? | | |. 
N Fathee. When you vehemently defire any 
Thing that pleaſes your Taſte, or Fancy, you'll 
be in ſome Danger of not ſufficiently conſidering 
whether it may not be really prejudicial to yours 
ſelf, or others; or forbid you by human, or divine 


Auutbority; perhaps of indulging yourſelf in it, 


tho' you know and are told it is wrong in ſome, or 
all theſe Reſpects. There will be need of Conſi. 
deration, and Refolution, in ſuch a Cafe, to deny 
yourſelf, When you are very much afraid of any 


Thing, the Anger of your Parents, for Inſtance, or 


others, for having done what may diſpleaſe them, 
you'll be under fume Temptation to take ſome un- 
fair Way to avoid what you fear; as by denying, 


Perhaps, what you know to be Fact, which is doub- 


Iing inſtead of leſſening a Fault. When you have 
an Averſion to any Thing that is diſtaſteful or pain- 


ful, you'll be liable to refuſe it, tho? it tend to a 
greater Good, even your own Health perhaps ; or 


bear it, if you cannot poſſibly avoid it, with Im- 
patience, and Fretfulneſs. When you ar angry, 
whether juſtly, or unjuſtly, you'll be liable to 


avenge yourſelf, or endeavour it, without due 


Conſideration, and in ſuch a Manner, that you may 
find Cauſe afterwards to repent, and be aſhamed 


. of, When any of theſe Paſſions or Appetites 


hurry you away to act without,Conſideration, or 
a due Regard to what is Right, they overcome 


your Reaſon, and make you their Slave; and your 
giving ſuch a frequent Looſe to them, will render 


r Self- Government next to ae 5 
Child. How ſof᷑ 
Father. Becauſe it will weaken your Revſon, 


and Reſolution, and heighten ſuch Appetites and 
Paſſions into a kind of Maaneſs, or Frenſy. Have 


you 


— (dh ww 


( 43) 
you never obſerved little Maſter, — what violent 
Paſſions he goes into, if he may not have, and do 
whatever he liſt 3 or ſeen our unhappy Neighbour 
drunk! in the Street? 


Child. Ves, but I always took them, and others 


like them, to be Fools, 


Father, You judge, indeed, very right: They 
are the worſt of Fools; but then they are not. 
naturally ſo, but become ſo by indulging, or being 
indulged in their Humours: They have Reaſon 
as well as you, or I, but have loſt the Uſe of it, 
and you may eaſily do the ſame... | 

Child. 1 hope never HAI. 

Father. I hope ſo too; but then it ** be by 
proper Care. Your Mother and I have hitherto 


endeavoured to guard you againſt any dangerous 


Efforts of Appetite, Humour or Paſſion; but 


you muſt learn to guard yourſelf againſt them by 


that Time you go out into the World, or we may 
be taken from you by Death, and you ows. thus 
much to yourſelf, to your Intereſt, and Comfort, 
Reputation, and Reſpe& among Men, and to him 
that made you, and gave ou Under for 
this Purpoſe. Both God and Man, and all intel- 


lectual Beings, muſt look down with the ytmoſt 


Contempt upon a Wretch, that has Joſt that Go- 
vernment of himſelf, he was orice endowed with; 

and even he himſelf, if ever he thinks at all, muſt 
deſpiſe, and loath, and be a Torment to himfelf, 


Therefore, my Dear Child, think well of ths: 
Child. I will. 


Father. Farewell. 
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DIALOGUE VI 


Father. LI AVE you thought of what I ſaid. 
1 co you laſt? | | ; 
Child. 1 have, and prayed to God to be the 

Guardian of my Underſtanding as long as I live, 

and to continue long to me the Benefit of your's, 

and my Dear Mother's excellent Inſtructions, and 

Example. But you intimated, that there were Du- 

ties owing to others, as well as more immediately 


to God and myſelf. What may theſe be? 


Father. I will give you a ſhort general View of 
them, as I have done of the other, reſerving a 


more minute Diſcuſſion of all theſe Things, till you 


have got a tolerable general Notion of them, And 
with regard to Mankind in general, to all of the 
ſame Species with yourſelf, with whom you have 


any Thing to do, it is your Duty to ſpeak, and 


act ſincerely, truly, and uprightly, as you would 
deſire they might by you, were you in their Place, 
and they in your's ; without Deceit, Injury, or. 
Contempt. That over and above this ſtrict Juſtice 
towards them, you be kind, and compaſſionate, 
ready, to do Good, as you have Opportunity, 
to all; eſpecially to help, relieve, and comfort 
thoſe who are in any kind of Need or Affliction ;. 
and that not only thoſe who have been Friends, and 
Benefactors to you, or are likely to return the 
good Offices you do them, but alſo to Strangers; 
yea, even thoſe who have done you Wings” Tn all 
theſe Caſes, you are to do them Good with Plea- 


| ſure, in Imitation of God, and expecting your 


Reward from him. 


Child, 


| — 


(645). 
Child: O! I long to exerciſe, and ſnew ſuch a 
Sweetneſs and Greatneſs of Mind as this. 52 
Father. It is indeed the higheſt Perfection 
the human Mind can attain to, and the moſt re- 
ſembling God. But beſides theſe general Duties, 
there are ſome particular ones Which ariſe from the 
Relations we ſtand in to others; as Husbands, and 
Wives, mutually to love each other beyond any 
other Perſon in the World, and preſerve the ſtrict- 
eſt and the tendereſt Friendſhip till Death, and 
maintain each others proper Reſpe& and Autho- 
rity over the reſt of the Family. Children, whoſe 
Duty is to love, honour, and obey their Parents, 
and ſupport them, if need be, in their turn, as 
they have been ſupported by them: To which the 
Duty of Subjects to Magiſtrates and civil Governors, 
under whom they live, is not much different. Pa- 
rents again, and Magiſtrates to govern them by 
juſt Laws, and with Tenderneſs, and protect, in- 
ſtruct, and render them as ſafe, and virtuous, and 
uſeful and happy in Life as may be. Maſters to 
y their hired Servants their Wages, and exact 
55 a reaſonable Service from them, conſidering 
them as of the ſame Species with themſelves; and 
having a regard to their Welfare, both of Soul 
and Body, as well as their own Accommodation. 
Servants to be diligent, and ſubmiſſive, true 
and faithful to the Intereſts, as well as the Com- 
mands of their Maſters, Superiors in Station and 
Fortune, to be condeſcending; Inferiors to be 
reſpectful and contented with the lower Lot in 
Life, and not envy thoſe above them. Brotbers 
and Siſters, Neighbours and Countrymen, to love 
one another mutually, like Fellow Members of the 
ſame Community, whoſe ſocial Intereſts are united 
by thoſe Ties of Nature, or of Providence, joint- 
y to 3 them, and not ſeek each his own 


alone, 


, Ca") „„ 
alone, but each other's Welfare, as Opportunity 
/ ²ĩ˙¾w X 
Child. All theſe Duties you have mentioned, 
or hinted at, to God, ourſelves, or others, are highly 
reaſonable at firſt View. Methinks no- body ſhould 
3 act contrary to them, at leaſt, I hope, I never 
F PPE e . 
Father. Let not my Dear Child, however, be 
too ſecure, becauſe many a very promiſing Perſon 
has failed in his Duty in fuch Inſtances, and to 
ſuch a e as not even themſelves could once - 
have expected, or believed they would have done 
ſome Time before-hand. When the Prophet of the 
Lord, with Tears in his Eyes, foretold what 
Cruelties Hazael would commit on the Children of 
Iſrael, burn and demoliſh their Cities; fly their 
young Men with the Sword; daſh their Children; 
and rip up their Women with Child; Hazael's 
Anſwer was, Is thy Servant a Dog, that he ſhould _ 
do this? Yet fuch a Dog he proved, after he had 
firſt murder'd his Sovereign, and uſurped his 
Throne. When our Lord Feſus Chriſt foretold his 
Difciple Peter, juſt before his. laſt Suffering, This 
Night wilt thou deny me thrice; Peter made An- 
ſwer, Tho" I ſhould die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thee : But he did before the next Morning. 
Child, Theſe Inſtances are ſurprizing, and 
alarming indeed. ' But what ſhould ever induce me 
to act a Part I at prefent ſo much, and fo juſtly 
abhor, or forſake the fair, and flowery Paths 
of Virtue? „ VV 
Father. I will take another Time to lay before 
my Dear Child the principal Dangers of this Kind 
for your timely Warning. In the mean while, 
think of the Beauty of Virtue, and ſet your Heart 
upon it. God blefs you. PR 5 


- 


(47)) 


DIALOGUE vn. 
Father. I Am now ip be my Dear Child of 
I the manyfold Dangers you are en- 
compaſſed with, of gradually impairing, and loſe- 
ing > i Innocence, and thoſe virtuous Principles, 
of which you ſeem at preſent happily poſſeſſed, that 
being fore-warned, you may be fore-armed. 
. Child. For that very Purpoſe I deſire to know 
them, and hope I ſhall make that Uſe of the Infor- 
Father. The firſt then that you will probably 
be expoſed to, ariſe from your bodily, animal Ap- 
petites and Paſhons, Theſe are, in their proper 
Place, - and within their proper Bounds, uſeful and 
neceſſary in the preſent State of Things. All the 
Danger ariſing from them, is of their break- 
ing thro? thoſe Bounds, . becoming your Maſters, 
and governing, inſtead of advertizing, and gent- 
ly prompting you. God has given you Reaſon to 
check, reſtrain, and controul them; but if you 
neglect this, and too much and inconſideratel y 
indulge them, Reaſon will loſe ſo much of its 
Power over them, and they will increaſe theirs over 
you, till you are become a perfect Slave to them; 
and are, in a Manner, unable to deny their moſt 
extravagant Cravings, or violent and miſchievous 
Impulſes; which is a moſt abject State indeed. 
Innumerable are the Inconveniences, and ill Con- 
ſequences of the ungovern'd Indulgence of your 
Appetites and Paſſions, beſides the .juſt Shame 
and Diſgrace of it amongſt Men, the Reproaches 
of our own Conſciences, and the diſpleaſing the 
| Es” great 


Lic (48-) 
great Father of our Spirits, by neglecting, and 
abuſing his moſt diſtinguiſhing Gift of Reaſon, 

Child. But it ſeems eaſy to prevent all this by 
never letting looſe the Reins. 

Father. True, my Dear, that is the moſt 
effectual Way, and you may think it eaſy at pre- 
ſent to deny, and govern thoſe Appetites, and 
Paſſions, 'which your Parents have hitherto had a 
watchfal Eye over, and kept under the beſt Re- 
gimen they could. Now that Care muſt devolve 
by Degrees upon yourſelf, and if you ſteadily pro- 

ceed, you will find it eaſy ſtill, and pleaſant. But 
if this Care and Government be ever remitted, it 
may become very difficult, and next to impoſſi- 
ble to recover it. There is ſcarce a more uſeful, 
or comfortable Thing 'than Fire, or more eaſily 
managed, within proper Bounds, kindled, or ex- 
tinguiſned, increaſed, or diminiſhed, by apply- 
ing, or with-holding Fewel ; but if too much in- 
creaſed, or neglected, and let to get hold of the 
Building, it may ſoon become too vehement to be 
fopprefiea, and conſume the ſtatelieſt Houſe or 
Town to Aſhes. Such is the Quality, very nigh, 


of the human Appetites and Paſſions. 
.- Child. It would be baſe and fooliſh” indeed in 
me to loſe that Government of myſelf, which God 
and you have made ſo eaſy to me. If this is all 
the Danger, tho? it be conſiderable, I hope I am 
in a fair Way to eſcape it, © „„ 
Father. You are, thank God, but yet, be not 
1 This is not all the Danger by a great 
Child. Then let me know the worſt. 
Father. Another Source of Danger to your 
Virtue, and the greateſt perhaps of all, ariſes from 
the World you live in. You know little of it, have 
been induftriouſly kept from any Intimacy 1 0 
the 
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the worſt Part of it, that Virtue might take ſome 
Root in your Heart, before you were ſo expoſed 
to Temptation; but, if you live, you will una- 
voidably have more Acquaintance with it; for 
you have a Part to act upon tłi; common Stage; 
and whenever you enter, you will find the tar 
greater Part of Mankind act very. different from 
what you have been taught is right, indulging 
every Appetite and Paſſion, and glorying in their 
Shame ; neither fearing God, nor regarding Man 
ridiculing Virtue, and all Religion; and inceſſantly, 
and by all Manner of Ways fair and foul, ſolicit- 
ing thoſe of better Education to follow their mad, 
audacious Example. | | 

Child. Such Wickedneſs will certainly be very 
ſhocking to me, and put me more upon my 
Guard againſt them. | 
Father. Probably it will be ſo at firſt ; but fre- 
quency, and familiarity will be in Danger of 

eſſening, hy Degrees, that Horror; and then 
there is ſomething ſo extremely inſinuating and 
catching, ſuch a ſubtil, unheeded Infection in con- 
tinued bad Examples; that, without the utmoſt 
Circumſpection, and Reſolution, will lead you in- 
ſenſibly, e' er you are aware, into ſome or other of 
their Evil Words, or Actions. Curiofity too, for 
untried Gratifications may have a fatal Effect upon 
you, eſpecially when induſtriouſly and artfully 
raiſed by all the deſcriptive Arts and Blandiſh- 
ments that Wit and Humour can deviſe ; and the 
Temptation compleated by a ſeemingly favourable 
Opportunity concurring, z and, when once enſnared, 
you will find a thouſand Bars to your Retreat; a 
diſtruſtful Dread of God and Conſcience, and all 
your former beſt Acquaintance, inſtead of that 
filial Fear and Love you once experienced towards . 

them. An inchanting Hardneſs will creep upon 
| | Fen H | your 
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your Heart, till it has incruſted it all over as with, 
the hardeſt of Stone. With your Innocence, you. - 
will loſe your Delicacy; like the neat Perſon that 
feats to have a Spot upon him, when he has once 
accidently fallen into a Slough, and defiled him- 
ſelf, plunges on afterwards, thro? thick and thin, 
without that Niceneſs and Reluctance he felt before. 
Beſides all this, and much more, there is a ſubtil, 
evil, malicious Spirit, which the Scriptures warn 
us of, and exhortus to reſiſt ; who ff introduced, 
Sin into the World, and is ever ready with bis 
Wiles to contribute to. deceive unwary Souls, and 
ſet in with. all theſe Kinds of Temptation, in order to 
effect your Ruin. O, my dear Child, as pleaſed 
as Lam with your preſent good Diſpoſition of 
Mind, as thankful as I am to God for it, as much 
as I hope, as well as wiſh your everlaſting Wel- 
fare, my very Soul within me trembles for you, 
when I think of the Trials your Virtue has pro- 
- bably to encounter in this evil World. 5 5 
Child. Ol my dear Father, you make me 
tremble too, leaſt ſuch a Succeſſion, ſuch a 
Complication of Temptations ſhould, in ſome un- 
guarded Moment, overcome me. 4 
Father. This Fear of your's revives my Heart, 
and will by the Grace of God preſerve your Vir- 
tue. Treat it as you would your Guardian Angel, 
be ever very regardful of its alarms ; for they are 
of the utmoſt Neceſſity to your Safety. 5 

Child. But why has God expoſed the Virtue 
of his poor Creatures to ſuch Attacks and Dangers? 
Father. For the confirming, ſtrengthening and 
exalting of it. The moſt” glorious Triumphant 


Creature-Virtue, is victorious Virtue, and the more, 
greater, and compleater its Victories, the more 
confirmed, triumphant, and glorious it is. But 
Victory implies preceding Combat, and the great- 
Eft Victories are thoſe over the moſt formidable 
| | e Oppoſition, 
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Oppoſition, and that ſucceed the hardeſt Conflicts 
Be alarmed therefore, but do not murmur at any 
ſuch, Trials as theſe any more than needleſly run 
into them, leave God to chuſe your's; and along 
with your greateſt poſſible Caution and Reſolution, 
ſeek, and truſt in him to bring you fafely,. and 
| honourably off. | 

Child. But now another Apprehenſion comes 
into my Mind, ſeizes, and almoſt . my 
Apittis.. 

Father. What can chat be, Child: A 5 
Child. I fear leaſt I have already broken thro? 
the ſacred Bounds of my Duty, and ſo loſt my 
Innocence and Virtue. Some Words and Actions 
of my paſt Life, as well as ſecret Workings of my 
Heart, appear to me not ſo perfectly agreeable to 
the excellent Rules you have taught me, as L could 
wiſh; nor have I f gnorance to plead, tho? not 
then ſo well inſtructed as ſince ; For, well I re+. 
member, at the very Inſtant, ſomething within me 
ſmote me, and ſuggeſted I did amiſs. As I have 
already offended God, I fear he ſhould abandon 
me, and then I am unde nor do I know how 

he will deal with me for my paſt Faults. 

Father. There is Forgroeneſs with God for 
worſe Sinners than you. | 
Child. I would willingly hope ſo ; but are you YL 
ſure of that; or do you only hope as Ido? | 
Father. I am very ſure, and doubt not to 
make you ſo too, when I can be at Leiſure to all 
ow 525 0 on _ Heads, 
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Child. Me - Duns laſt Diſcourſe leſt 
mein an uneaſy Sulpence | betwixt 
x and Fear. 

Father. I will a to make you ample. 
Amends for it now, and open to you ſuch a Scene 
of divine Grace, as will, I am ſure, ſurprize and 
delight you; and if I am not much miſtaken, win 
your Heart to God, and Virtue forever. 

Child. O! begin then, I am all Attention, and 
will not interrupt you with Queſtions. 

Father. God Almighty deſires not the Death 
or Sinners 3 but that they turn from their Ini- 
quities, and live. He wants not Inclination to 
forgive them. But, alas ! the bare Forgiveneſs of 
Sim would be to little Purpoſe, or even to bad Pur- 

„ unleſs Sinners are turned from it at the ſame 

Time, and reſtored to their right Mind; to the 
Practice of Love and . Sin is its own Pu- 
niſnment. How ſhall that Punifoment, which ariſes 
from the very Nature of Sin, be poſſibly | remitted 
otherwiſe, than by the Sinner's Reformation ? For 
God to ſhew Mercy to Sinners, with Safety and 
Honour to all his other Attributes, muſt do it 
in ſuch a Way, as is moſt likely, moſt powerful, 
and effectual to reform Sinners, and encourage Vir- 
tue; not the contrary. ' He is moſt ready there- 
fore to forgive Sinners, even the worſt of Sinners, 
not for their own Sakes, be it known unto them, 
but out of an honourable, and diftinguiſhing Re- 
gard to ſome abſolutely ſpotleſs, perfect CharaFer 
amongſt them; ſome one who ſhould fulfil all 
Rightcouſneſs, "and teach, and recommend it to 

others, 
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others, by a moſt glorious Example z who ſhould 


be proved, and victoriouſly Virtuous, triumphing 
over all the greateſt Temptations and Trials hu- 
man Nature is ever expoſed to; and having ſo 
merited this Poſt of Honour, and qualified bim- 
ſelf for it, ſhould become the high aud only Medi- 
ator betwixt God, and a guilty, condemn'd, de- 

te World; for whoſe Sake God would ſhew 
Mercy to them, and by whoſe Means they might 
be reformed, and brought back to him. But 
where ſhall the Man be found thus qualified, wor- 
thy, and able to undertake. ſuch a Taſk? Lo! 
for this Purpoſe, appearsthe moſt beloved, moſt 
glorious Son of God himſelf ; who became Fleſh, 
and dwelt amongſt Men; was born of a Virgin, 


paſt thro? a State of Childhood and Youth z paſt 


_ thro? each Stage of human Life, expoſed to Faint- 
neſs, Want, and Fatigue, and the Scorn of Fools, 
withiperfect Innocence and Virtue, and perſevering 
Uſefulneſs z reſiſting effectually the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh; a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief z till at laſt, to compleat 
all, for our Sakes, out of unparalleled Love, and 


Good-will to Man, he voluntarily ſubmitted to a 


cauſeleſs and unfair Trial, a moſt unjuſt Condem- 


nation; and an untimely, cruel, diſgraceful 


Death upon the Croſs. Having thus finiſhed a 
moſt perfect Cbaracter, God raiſed him from the 
Dead, took him up bodily into Heaven, in the Sight 
of many Spectators z has ſeated him at his own 
Right-hand in Glory, and made him. the Saviour 
of the whole World; that whoſoever pays a due Re- 
rd to him, and he ſhall own at the laſt Day, 
ſhould notperiſh, but have everlaſting Life, what- 
ever his former Tranſgreſſions have been. And 


the trueſt, and greateſt Regard that can be paid - 


him, is ſincerely to imitate his Virtue, They = 
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as the Witt of bis Father in Heaven; the ſame, ſays 


he, are bis Brother, and. Siſter, and Mother. 10 
give this Grace of God its greateſt Efficacy, it was 
neceſſary it ſhould be publiſhed to the World. Our 
Saviour himſelf began the Publication of it, in his 
Life-Time, amongſt the Jews, and after his Re- 
ſurrection, gave Commiſſion to his Apoſtles who 
had been Witneſſes of his Life, 88 Mira- 
cles, Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, to preach 


the Goſpel to all Nations, and proſelite them to 


him to be his Diſciples, and Followers, to take his 
Yoke upon them, and learn of him, baptizing 
them for this Purpoſe into the Name of ihe Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghaſt; and teach- 
ing them to obſerve all Things, whatſoever he had 


commanded them, and this they did. Thus you 
may obſerve a Seminary; for Virtue ſet up in a vi- 


tious and corrupt World, and all Men every where 
are permitted, are invited, are called aloud up- 
on e 6 in this divine Scheme for Reforma- 
tion. Societies are form'd, Officers and Obſer- ' 
vances appointed in them, for this Purpoſe. Chriſt 
is himſelf the univerſal Head of them all; and the 


Holy Spirit of God is among them, for the carry- 


ing on this grand Deſign. The worſt of Sinners 
are encouraged to repent, that their Sins may be 


blotted out, and waſhed away by the Blood of 


Jeſus, and the wiſeſt Meaſures are directed to for 
training up @ Seed of Believers to ſerve God thro? 
Feſus Chriſt, in order to prevent Sin as much as 
poſſible; as well as "uk if poſſible, what 


cannot be thus prevented. Your Parents have 
long ſince reſolved, that whatever others do, they 
and theirs ſhall lerer the Lord, and his Chriſt ; and 
have moſt ſolemnly engaged before God, and his 
Wade 5 for __ to train you up be 
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3 Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. All our. 
Care to keep you ſeparate, and unſpotted from the 
World ; to inſtruct, and conduct you in the Paths 
of Virtue, are owing to, and directed by this Goſpel 
Scheme; are done out of Love and Reſpect to you, 
not only as our own dear Offspring, but till more 
as a Diſciple of Feſus Chriſt, for whom he died, to 
whom, and to God through him, you have been 
devoted by us; and to "whom, I would moſt 
earneſtly recommend it to you ow, voluntarily 
to devote yourſelf. 

Let this ſerve at preſent for a general, diſtant 
Fiew , and not @ full, © minute Account fe 
Things. This may employ many of our delightful 
Hours hereafter, if pleaſe God we both live; and 
you ſhall read it yourſelf, in the Sacred Records. 
And now, what ſays my dear Child to all this? 

Child. I want Words to expreſs the Joy, the 


Gratitude, the devotedneſs to God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 


whom be RE wi which I fee] within my own 
Breaſt. 

-7F ather. God bleſs. my Gear Child, and by his 
Holy Spirit, keep this for ever the Temper = 
firm Purpoſe of your Heart. 

Child. Amen. 


0 I need to 1 it to 1 Chriſtian 
Parents, as ſhall think fit to rake this or any 
other early Method with their Children to ſow the 
Seeds of Virtue in their tender Minds; that when 
they ſend them out into the World for Improve- 


ment in liberal Arts aud Sciences, or uſeful Trades, 


or even diſpoſe of them in Marriage, they _ 
uc 
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vernors or Governeſſes, 
Families and Companions for them, not to fa 
Spiritual Paſtors, likewiſe, as ſhall be moſt likely 
to carry on this Deſign; and not undermine it, 
* all their former Care and Labour 
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ections, Peculiar: to Children > Where- 


in the Infant State of the Soul is fully di played, 
the firſt dawnings of Vice and vicious Habits clear 


ly pointed out, and plain practicable Hints given 
to check the Growth of theſe, and cultivate: eve- 
ry Appearance of - Virtuous Inclinations in the 
tender Minds of the Youth of both Sexes. Deſign- 
ed for the uſe of Parents, who make the Virtue 
and Happineſs of their Children the chief Objects 


of their wiſhes ; and all others, to whom the Edu- 


cation of Youth is committed, and who deſign to 
make Conſcience of the Diſcharge of that great 


and important Truſt, By a Chriſtian Ph:loſopher. 
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